ae Se 
| South Cefolina in 1776. By Article XXXVIII of that 
| constitution it was provided (an part) as follows: 
"That all denominations of Christian protestants in 
this State, demeaning themselves peaceably and feith- 
| fully, shall enjoy equal religious and civil privileges. | 
To accomplish this desirable purpose without injury 
| to the religious property of those societies of 
Christians which are by law already incorporated for 
the purpose of religious worship, and to put it fully 
into the power of every other society of Christian 
protestants, either already forma a hereafter to 
be formed, to obtein the lifte incorporation, it is 
hereby constituted, appointed snd declared, that the 
respective societies of the Church of Bngland, that 
are already formed in this Stete, for the purpose of 
religious worship, shall still continue inoorporate 
end helé the religious property now in their 


possession. * * * No person shell by law, be ob- 
Liged to pay towards the maintenance and support of 
a religious worship, that he does not freely join in, 
or has not voluntarily engaged to support. 3ut the 
churches, chapels, personages, glebes, ani all other 
property now belonging te any societies of the Chureh 
of Englend, or any other religious societies, shell 
vomain and be secured to them forever. ‘The poor 
shall be supported, and elections managed in the 
accustomed manner, until lews shall be provided to 
edjust those matters in the most equitable way.” 

‘The special privileges which our branch of the Church 
enjoyed by reason of its establishment as the Stete 
Church, while they were doubtless vegerded at the 
time as advantages, were, in the long run, one of the 
greatest evils that could have befallen us. In the 
first place, the unfairness of the whole arrmgement 
esused a feeling of bitterness in the minds of those 


who were not members of the Church of England, -as—$ke 
seiuuesel eee toH~eGkiet. The members of 

other denominations complained that the establishment 

of one denomination of Christians, to the exclusion of 
ell others, was an infringement of religious liberty. 
They felt agerieved, end justly site beeause all denoming= 
tions were taxed for the support, ‘of one; because the 
State built Churches for the esteablishea Church, but 
none for other Christians; because i¢ paid the sslaries 
of the Clergy of one, but not the others: ang because 


many special privileges were allowed to one, which were 
denied to the others. 


They pointed out thet dissent- 
ing Churches could not even hola property, except in 
the name of trustees; that the officers of the Church 
of Englend were entrusted with the raising of money for 
the support of the poor by taxing all aenominations, 
end were permitted to administer the taxes thus reised: 


end that the eontrol ena management of elections was 


aise given over to the officers of this favored Church. 
It was stated that, during the 10 years prior to Dee. 
 - Sist, 1775, the sums advanced from the public treasury 
for the support of the Church of England amounted to 
more than 164,000 pounds, and yet we ere told that while 
there were only twenty @hurches of the Usteblishment in 
existence on January lith, 1777, there were seventy- 
nine dissenting Congregations. 

One camot fail to realize, from this recital, 
how the injustice of the system must heve renkled in 
the hearts of those who were subject to its opprespions. 
Moreover, it is easy to see why the Episcopal Church was 
80 Wwpopular immediately efter the Revolution, Not 
only had it been the favorite child of the Crown, but 
it ha@ been so e@losely associated with the government, 
in furnishing the machinery for the conduct of elections 
and for the administration of the poor laws, that it is 
not surprising thet it shared the odium which attached 


$0 that government. As might have been expected, there- 

fore, the growth of our Church was sie eine glow, as . 
took many years to eradicate the popular prejudice which 
had grown up sgainst it. 

In addition to all this, it does not require any 
stretch of the imagination to make us realize that any 
Chureh which is sapported larasty. 4f not wholly, by 
public taxation, rather than by the voluntary contribu- 
tions of its members, is practically certain to have its 
spiritual life deadened thereby. 

I repeat, therefore, that the establishment of 
our Church by law in the Colony of South Carolina was one 
of the greatest evile which could have befallen it. 
Externally its growth was retarded because of its 
uympopulerity with the masses of the people, and internal- 

ly its spiritual Life was stifled andi choked pcan 
was mintstered unto rather than following ite Founder's 


commend to minister anto others. 


— 
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The Church Act of 1706 established a wumber of 
parishes and provided for tha building of Churches in 
those parts of the province which had already been 


settled. Later, as the settlements extended further 
inland from the coast and further away from the original 
Settlement at Charlestown, other parishes were, from time 
to time, established. one of the original parihes 
erected by the Church Act, was that of Bt. dames, Santee. 
From it, in 1721, was out off a separate parish, called 
by the name of Prince George's parish, and in and by 

the act creating it, it was provided that "the said 
Parish shell be bounded to the southwest on Santee river, 
and to the northeast on Cape Fear river, to the eastward 
on the ocean, and to the westward as far as it held be 
inhabited by his Majesty's subjecte.” 

By a further act, passed in 1733, Prinee George's 

parish, commonly mown as Prinses Georgs Winyat, was 


divided into tw parishes, and that part where George- 
town lies retained the name of Prince George Winyat, 


‘ 


While 811 that great territory lying directly north and 
northeast of the Santee river was made into a distinct 
parish by itself, and named Prince Frederick. 

On the 2let of May, 1757, there wes passed "An 
act dividing the parish of Prince Frederick in Graven 
County, and establishing another parish in the said 
County, by the name of the parish of St. Mark; " ete. 
The division was made “hy continuing the north-wester- 
tiost line of Williamaburgh tomehip to Pedee end Santee 
rivers; and all the lands situate to the northward, of 
the said dine, shal ~— aistinet parish by itself, 
seperate from the other part of the parish of Prince 
frederick, and shall hereafter be called and mown by 
the name of the parish of St. Mark." | 
| She word “Parish” has, at the present time no 
well defined meaning. I+ is eertainly of broader 
application then "Congregation", but it has lost much 
of the geographical significance whi oh it had in this 
State prior to the Revolution, 
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It will be observed that the bounds of St. Mark's 
parish, as given in the act ereating it, are very in- 
definite. If the act is read, however, in connection 


with the previous acts of the General Assembly creating 
Prince George's parish and Prince Frederick's parish, it 
will be seen that the bounds of St. Mark's were as follows; 
On the south and southwest, the Santee river; on the 
east and southeast, the northwestermost line of Williams- 
burgh township, continued to the southwest until it 
intersected the Santee river, and continued to the north- 
east until it intereected the Pedee; on the north and =~ 
west it extended as far as it should be inhabited by the — 
subjects of the King. It will thus be seen, as stated 
by Dr. James M. Burgess in his "Chronicles of St. Mark's 
Parish” {1888), that "St. Mark's Parish originally in- 
cluded e11 the Northwestern portion of the State." 

We, however, are only interested today in tracing 
the history of that part of the original parish connected 


with the old part sh Church proper, and the present Church 
of St. Mark's, Clarendon. 

The act creating the part sh, passed, as we have 
‘said, in 1767, provided for the building of a Church ana 
parsonage house and for the election of = rector. In and 
by the terms of the act, Richard Richsrdson, Joseph 
Cantey, Matthew Nelson, Isase Brunson, James MeGirt, 
William Cantey and John Cantey, were appointed com« 
missioners for building the Church and parsonage house, 
and they were authorized to rseeive subseriptions for 
those purposes. it was provided that those persons 
who should have contributed most towards building the 
Church, were to ba entitled to have tho first. choice of 
pews, and that where several contributed the same amount, 
they should draw lots. The commissioners were authoriged 
and empowered "by an instrument in writing - - - to convey 
the seid pews to the several persons aforesaid, their 
heirs and assigns, forever." 


In this day of free pews, in a large proportion 


a ta el 
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of our Churches, it seems a strange idea - thie of owning 
@ pew in the house of God in the same way that one owns 
a tract of land - but 1¢ was waite the common an@ ordinary 
thing in ancient times. : | 
The Church was built. Daleho says in his history 
that it was built of wood. Dr. Burgess, writing mny 
‘years later, says it was built of brick and stone, and 
sinee he lived in Clarendon County and was intimtely 
acquainted with many of the old inhabitants, descendants 
of the original parishioners, his statement probably is 
correct. | 
The Church was built on land given by Richard 
Richardson, who also gave the glebe land for a parsonage. 
This glebe land is sti11 owned by the present St, Mark's 
» Church. | 
The Church was located “near Santee River, on a 
eresk called Halfway Swamp". This appears from a 
petition of the commissioners of the parish to the Commons 


House of Assembly dated Oth of January, 1759. ‘This 


petition also set forth that by reason of the thinness of 


population and the smallness of the fortunes of the 


inhabitants, the subscriptions were very inconsiderable, 


end thet the commissioners were unable to go on with the 
building of the Church, and they asked the House, there- 


fore, to grant them such relief<towards the building the 
- gaid Church at the place aforessia as 1¢ should think fit. 
A committees was appointed and recommended thet seven hun- 


dred pounds be given to the parish for the use set forth 


in the petition. But notwithstanding the giving of 


this assistance, the building of the Church was still a 


_ matter of difficulty and proceeded, apparently, very slow- 


ly. Hr. J. Singleton Moore, of Stateburg, poseesses two 


* very rare 014 documents which were found among the archives 


of his family and which throw some light upon our subject. 


One is a subseription list, containing subscriptions for 


the purpose of building "A Chapel of Ease” at or near the 


settlements of the High Hille, for the reason that the 
Parochial Ghureh of the Parish was at too great a 


distance from the High Hills for the inhabitants of the 
upper part of the perish to attend divine service. This 


Chapel wes to be a Chapel of Gase to the Parish Church 

of St. Mark and to be under the jurisdiction of the vestry 
of the parent Church. This list is headed "South Cerolina, 
Psh, of St. Mark, July 1, 1770". 


The other paper referred to is dated sugust 1st, 


1770, and is a petition from "the Vestry Men, Church 
Wardens and Inhabitants of the Parish of St. Mark”, to 


the "Honorable Commons House of Assembly of this Province", 
The petition recited the establishment of the parish in 
1757, the erection of the Church and Parsonage by the 


Commissioners, end that, on account of the great extent 


. Of the parish, it was impossible to place the Church so 
central that the major part of the inhabitants could 


. eonstantiy resort there. In particular it pointed out 


“that the District of the High Hills was a growing 
Settlement, crowded with people, but too far off from 
the Church te derive benefit therefrom, As one of the 
veasons advanced for the building of a Chapel of Ease 
at the High Hills, it Was pointed out, "that the Parson- 
See ites between the Parish Church and this settlement 
and that the Incumbent may attend sueh Chepel without 
great inconvenience". : 

The petition further recites "that through 
the small sum formerly granted to buila our Church and 
Parsonage and to purchase a Glebe (gic), These religious 
Mpevet could nat be fairy exeqwhed ty the Comubenions 
ers tho assisted with Many Contributions from well 


disposed Persons but that Church and Parsonage remains 
Still unfinished", 


The petitioners therefore prayed 
*hat the sum of 1000 pounds should be given to baila 
the Chapel ana to complete the Parish Church, ete. 

it thus appeare that, as late ag August, 1770, the 
original Church hea not been completed. 


pa i 


On the glet of Apbil, 1753, an act wes passed for 
appointing and @upowering commissioners to make the 
Wateree River navigable, and for laying out wit meking 
® road from the upper settlements, near the Catawba 
Nation, on ‘the northeast aide of the said er spies 
to the place on Santee River commonly called Beard‘s 
Ferry, te. among the commissioners —_ to open the 

- foad were Richard Richardson, Matthew Neilson, Issac 
Branson and James M’Goit (sie), who were also later 
oak among the commissioners to build the Church, by 


— wee 1762, an ect was passed providing for 
the @ivision inte two districts of the road — 

from the upper settlements, ner the Catawba —- to 
Nelson's, lete Beard's Perrys Dre Burgess sae teat 
this read, opened in 1753, had been en 014 Indien trail 
whieh was opened as early es 1691. A reference to the 
014 maps of South Carolina will show that this road ~ 
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one of the main highways of the State, leading from 


- Charlestown escross the dentee River at Nelson's, former= 


ly Besrd’s Ferry, vie Manchester, Statehurg and Camden, 
to the upper settlements, near the Catawba Indian Nation. a 
The Church was situated upon this road. It was burned 
by the British during the Revolutionery War. It lay 
right in the peth of the armies of Oornvellis end Tarle- 
ton, in their merching and counter-marohing between 
Cherleston and Camden and, whether by accident or design, 
it became a victim 46 the torch. 

The Chureh appears not to have been rebuilt for 
many years. ‘he congregation st Stateburg wes ineorpo- 
rated in 1788, under the name of "The Vestry end Church- 
wardens of the Episcopal Church of Claremont", ani, at a 
meeting of that vestry held at Stateburg, on Merch 2ist, 
1769," it was proposed and agreed that the glebe ana 
chureh near Halfway Swamp (which formerly beionged to the 
Episeopel Chureh of St. Mark*s Parish, but now of this 


hs ceca 


Shurch,) should be sold, ~ = « the sale to be at Mr. 
Doty’s on the Bist, next month, provided it selis for 


one hundred guineas et least". Dr» Burgess says 
{page 41, note) thet 

"The Church @irected to be sold was merely the 
debris of the St. Mark's Church left from the fire of 
the British Soldiers’. 

I do not know what action was taken under this 
resolution of the vestry of the Stateburg Church. 
Evidently the glebe land wes not sold, although the 
remains of the Church may have been, 

Deleho's history was published in 1820, and in 
his account of St. Mark's Parish contained therein he 
says; "A new edifice has just been finished, near the 
site of the old Church, through the exertions and 
liberality of James B. Richardson, Charles Richardson, 
Matthew James, Re Is Manning and J» Dyson, Bsqrs. it is 
30 feet square, end is neatly finished and pewed. This 


19s 

i@ now known as the Upper st. Merk's Church", 

She reason why thie new church was eslled "Upper 
St. Mark's" was beceuss about the year 1809 a church had 
been bulit on the dividing line between Sumter and 
Williamsburg Districts end celled "Lower St. Mark's 
Chureh"s It hed been consesrated on March 16, 1816, by 
Bishop Dehons ; 

Dr. Burgess informe us that, "The st. Mark's 
Church, built in 1819, went to decay and was replaced by 


_ another in the ‘Sand Hilist, built and presented by 


Charles Richardson to the congregation, who efterwarde 
enlarged it. This Church was aceidently destroyed by 
@ forest fire and in 1854 the fourth Church, @ brick 
building, was erected near Fulton, under the euspicies of 
Hon. John bi, Manning", 

There ig en entry in the Parish Register, under 
the heeding "“Beptisms", which reads as follows; "1855 
Feb. &, dameg Willis, son of Patriek Heury Nelson and 
fume Sugannah Nelsons Sponsors « John Jw Manning, Henry 
Cantey, Sareh Amelia Canteys The above was the fireat 
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baptiom in the new churen of st, Mark's, Clarendon". 

i hew been informed by Major Henry B. Richardson, 
formerly of Clarendon County, but now of Columbia, that 
&1l of these church bulldings were erected upon or near 
the main rosd from Charleston te Stetedurg and Camden, 

i do not know why or with vhat purpose it was 
done, (except as indicated in the title}, bub by Seetion 
REXVILZ of an act antitled 

"An Act to ineorporate certein vilisges, 
societies end companies, and to renew and amend eortain 
charters heretofore granted ", Sb0@s, peesed December i, 


. 1841, it was provided, 


“Chet the persons whe now compose, OF may hera« 
after compose the Vestry end Wardens of Saint Mark's 
Church, Clarendon, be and they are hereby declared to be 


~ & bedy corporate, by the hame of "The Vestry and Wardens 
_ of St, Mark's Church, Clerendon", with power to hold and 


Convey property, real or personal", 


the Reve Charles Woodmason was the first Rector 


_ Of this perish. He was ordsined in England Bpon 
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testimonieis from thés parish and on his return to Carolina, 
wee elected its first rector. This was in 1766. It my 
be mentioned here thet at this time there was no distinct 
American Church and no Americen Bishops The American 

colonies were pieced under the Spiritual care of the | 
Bishop ef Londen, ané eonstiteted a pert of his diccese, 
The Protestant Episcopal Church in the United states of 
‘. Amnerice was not organised wmtil 1785, after the colonies 
es hed become independent of the Mother Countyy. ‘he first 


American Bishop wes Bishop Seabury, of Connseticutt, who 


. Pennsylvenia, and Bishop Proveost, of few York, were 


_ ‘Was conseereted in seotiend, in 1784, Bishop White, of 


_ Sonsecreted in England, in 1787, ‘This explains why the 
“ Reve Mr. Woodmason went to Engiend to receive his ordina- 
tions There wes, et the time, no Bishop in America by 
whom he could have been ordained. Mr. Woodmason left the 


\. parish and the Province in 1770, Bis successor was the 


Rev. Thomas Walker, who Zeft the Province in 1773, The 
_ third rector was the Rev. William Davis, cleeted in 1773 
to succeed Mr. Walker. Dalcho says that he died the 


ake 


following year, Dr. Burgess seys thet he Left the Parish. 


The Church was burned during the Revolution, 
aS above stated, and parochial activities apparently 
ceased until about the year 1615. In the annual address 
of Bishop Dehon to the Convention of the Diocese, deliver. 
6d in December of that year, #6" fina the following; "The 
convention will also notice with Satisfaction, the addition 
of two churches to their body; one in the upvor part, end 
the other in the lower part of St. Mark's Parish: in each 
of which plsees a society has been formed, and in the 
intter, & decent building devoted for the purpose of 
participating in the enjoyment of the faith and worship, 
with which our community is so highly blessed, it is 
confidently expected thet in these places, where the 
Episcopal Church had for many years been apparently a - 
it will arise, and agein be Seen, if not in the maturity 
of age, yet flourishing in the vigour of youth, and exhibit-. 
ing promise of future growth and stability". 

After this revival in the life of the perish 
and the erection of the new Church in 1819, the following 


f 
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Reoters officiated in the parish: 
From 1819 to 1834, the Reve John White Sain 

" 1834 to 1640, the Reve Charies P. Ellicott, 

* 4840 to 1882, the Rev, Artmr Wigfall, 

* 1853 to01857, the Reve Bédward Reed, with 
Revs Je Se Honckel, assistant, in the summers of 1954 ana 
1855, and Rev. WY. 7. Potter, assistant in the symmers of 
L856 ené 12857. 

Dye. Bursess seys that the Rev. W. f. Potter became 
Rector in 1858, but the Cherch recoré dees not mention 
this. 

From 1858 to 1860, the Revs J. We Taylor, 
* 1861 to 1666, the Rev. B. BH. Habershan, 
" 1868 to 1873, the Rev. #, Bruce Devis, who wag 
the sen of the Bishop of the Diowese. 
Prom 1873 to 1875, the Revs Cs B. Walkers 
in 1876, the Rev. Robert F. Clute, D. De, became 
Rector and continued such until January, 1880. He siso 


' hed charge of the Church in Sumter. 


tn 1882, the Reve Theodore 4. Porter became Rector 


. Sernwell's rectorship has extended over a period of twenty 


Bake 


end remained until 1665, heving charge of the Sumter Chureh 
BLSOs 

in Mey, 1685, the Rev. Johm Kershaw succeeded the 
Reve lip. Porter, this Parish having united with the Church 
at Sumter and the Church of the Holy Cross, Stateburg, in 
the cali to lit. Kershawe He continued to minister in 
these Churches until December, 1895, when he resigned to 
aecept a call to St. Michael's Church, Charleston. 

Your present venerable and beloved Rector, the 
Rev. Vv. H. Barnwell, suecec@ed Mi. Kershaw on May Let, 
i896, and has Since ministered here continuously, in 
connection with the Churches at Stateburg and at Hegood, 
both in Sumter County. It will thus be seen that lis | 
years, which is the longest period of service of any Rector 
of this parish, the next Longest term being that of the 
Rev. John White Chenier, whe was in charge for fifteen 
years, from 1819 to 21834, f¢ assist me in the prepa- 
retion of this address, the Parish Register was very king~ 
L¥ placed ot my disposal, and on page one thereof I find 
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the Lollewing entry: 

"Arthor Wigfall, Reator of St. Mark'’a, Clarendon. In« 
stalled the first Sunéay in dune, 1640. 

"The new records of the Church comnence with the Rev'd. 
Arthor Wigfall. ‘The records of the Coionial Chureh of 
St, Mark's Clareniton were dentros'éa by Cole Tarleton of 
the British Army with the stone and brick church on the 
Manning plengation on Halfway Swemp in the year 1781. 
Between that period and 1920 there was an interregnima 


“dn the affairs of the Church when the Reverend Jehn White 


Chanler reorganiged it in the year 1620. 

{Note by Jno. Le Manning)", 

It is interesting to note that, during the incumbency of 
the Rev. Arthur Vigfell, 1940 to 1652, © lerge pereentese 
of the baptisms in this church were by immersion. 


. One of the most interesting facts disclosed by this parish 
' pegister, is the attention which wes paid by the former 
». Members of the Parish to the spiritual welfare of their 


.  BLaves. They wore careful to see that their servants 


were baptized, confirmed, married and buried, according 
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to the forms and ceremonies of the seme religious fsith 

in which they and their children had been brought upe 
, On Mey 4, 1856, there were thirty-five servants confirmed 
| by Bishop Davis, at St. James? Chapel and three in this 
| Church; and on March 6, 1864, in the midst of the great 
_ confitet of which slavery was the underlying cause, Bishop 
Davis confirmed sixteon of the slaves in this parish. 

Major Henry Bs Richardson, of Columbia, informs me 

that the St. James Chapel mentioned above was located on 
the Charleston ~ Camfien rosa, on the dividing line between 
_ the plentations of Messre. R. 0. and Js Bs Richarduon, and 
 ebout ten of eleven miles below the present Church. I¢ 
*. was a kind of Chanel of Tase to tho Parish Church, ereeted 
\. for the purpose of furnishing a more convenient place of 
; worship in the winter time, as the Church was too remote t¢ 
\. be easily reached in inclement weather, Mejor Richardson 
P says that he remembers tha Chepel well. It was a plein 
wooden building, with Little or no attempt et decoration 
of eny kinds ft hed, however, spiral steps Leading up to 
the pulpit, an@ there was a sounding board over the pulpit. 
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The building fell inte dis-nee and decay after the war 
between, the States. 

Under the head of "Ordinations", wo find an entry dated 
Nov. 3, 1861, as follows; 

"Rev. X. Ye Anderson was this dey ordeined as Deacon, for 
missionary services, by Rt. Reys- Thos. BP. Davis. Pre~ 
sented by the Rector". His missioners services were 
evidently performed among the eolored population, for, 

om page £45 of the Reciater, we find a notice of his death, 
which reade as follows; + "Xenophon ¥. Anéerson. Ordained 


Deacon by the Rt. Rev. T. F. Devise in St. Mark's, Clsrendon, 


Nove Grd, 18615 Hinistered to nesroes in that county while 
his health allowed. Died in Columbia in 1876. ‘fem meck 
and lowly in heart’ *, 

This promising work amone the negroes was brought 
to en end, temporarily, at the elose of the war, but at 
that time it seemed to those interested to be entirely 


finished, for we find this reeerd on page 454 of the Register 


following a list of the colcred communicants; = "The fore- 
gcing list of colored commnicants its the record of the 
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time when the church could preach the Gospel to servants, 
in ite integrity, teaching obedience and faithfulness te 


their masters. _ Wow, in 1865, the work of the church 
among the Blacks geems closed, end for the present, at 
Least, AB, heres Be Bs Hahersham™. | 

Portunately the work which seemed closed in 1865, | 
was not finally terminated, end about thirty years later | 
some of the former Slaves who hag been baptized ang ¢on~ | 
firmed in this perish, became, with their families, orgen- | 
 4dgea inte what is now the flourishing mission of Ste 
‘ Augustine. This mission is located near Bloomhill 
1 plantation, in Suater County, on the very border of Cleren- 
i don County, at its northwest corners In adéition to his 
care of the Churches at Stateburg, Hegocd and St. Mark's, 
the Revs Mrs Barmvell has also had charge of St. Augustine's 
Mission since Mey Ist, 1696, 

According to the entry In the Parish Register, "St, 
Merk’s Cenctery", which is “the enclosed aero of Land about 
St. Uark's Church", wos consecrated by Bish@g Nowe on July | 
8, 1678, at 6 o'clock, >. Ms ‘The whole of the mami. 
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service is copied into the Frerish Register, heginning at 
pege 185, and at the end thereof is given e List of those 
present upon that cecasions 

the territory adjacent to the parish chureh of - 
this parish was never very thickly populated, and the 
congregation never comprised: h grest many families. 
levertheless, many iliuetrious names which ere connected 
with the honorable history of our State, are found on the 
roll of parishioners of this Church. Among those most 
prominent in the early history of the parish were General 
. #ichard Richardson, one of the originel commissioners, and 
his son, Colonel Richard Richardson, and Colonel Matthew 
Singleton, all of whom rendered signal servites to their 
State in the wear of the Revolutions. in @ paper of this 


| character it is impossible to give in detail the history 
~™ of each family or individual that, from time to time, has 
been connected with the parish, but I cannot refrain from 
nentioning two families, the Richardsons and the Mennings, 
whose record, in one particular, in certainly unigue in 
the history of our State. Esch of these families has 
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furnished three governors of South Carclina, i+ +, James 
Burchell Richardson, 1802 - 1804, Richard I. Manning, 
1824 ~ 1826, John Peter Richardson, 1840 - 1842, John In 
Menning, 1852 = 1864, John Peter Richardson, 1886 + 1690, 
end our present Governor, Richard I. Manning, first 
elected in 1914, end recently ndminated for a second terms 
Moreover, these two families have been se closeky connected | 
oy intermarringe thet it might elmost be seid that one | 
famiiy hes furnished six governors of our States These 
siz were all natives of Clarendon County and members of 
the congresation of St. Mark's Church. 
| Other families which have beon connected with 

this Church, from time to time, ere Brailsford, Dubese, 
Belsex, Pisher, Griffin, Gaydon for Gayton), Welch, | 
Plomuer, Boyd, Baker, Sinkler, Yongue, Stuart, and Gaillard. 

in the Parish Resister I find a list of nemea on 


a Loose sheet of paner, entitled "List of Lower St. Mark's 


Episcopalians at Summerton, March 31, 1878". As the list | 
is not Long, I copy it here for a record. 


ole 


danes J. Prisrson. 
Mes. Minnie C. Frierson. 
ifise Mary C. FPriersone 

” wulla I. Frierson. 
Wine Gs Priersons 
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Cole Ss Warren NGL sors 

Nzs» Emme Nelsens 

Macter Warren. Nelson. 
4 < 


Me We Vashineton Bonbow. 
ivSe Charlotte Benbow 
lies Marie A. Benbowe 
Evelyn fs Benbow. : 
Carlotta M. Benbow. 
juguste C. Benbow. 
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Selwyn Dingle. 
John Re Dingles 


Robte Fs Hortons 
John Re Hortorie 
BE. Conyers Hortons 


Wiss Mary J. MeKnignht. 


Miss Uether A. iMeKnight. 
James Hs. Moxnischt. 


This old Church, which once stood upon one of the princinal 
highways of our State, before automobiles were dreamed of, 


f 
i 


j Ze a 


Sud before travel by railroad had become the common thing 
that it is today, now Stands deserted ana apart from the 
haunts of men. on Secount of the depletion of the conrres 
Setion by reogon oF Ceaths and of the vemevel of fomtlies 
from the neighborhood, weguiar services were discontinuea 
here about the month o- Fane, 1907, and sbout the same 
time, services were berun $0 te held at the Village of 
Pinewood, aistant shout four miles fron the chureh. There 
is, I am informeé, no church building in Pinewood. When 
Services were first hela there, the Rnights $¢ Prthias 
kindly loaned thetr nett for the purpose, where Se¥vices | 
were conducted for about » yoar., Sinee that time, however, 
the services have been hela in the Presbyterian Churehs 
Before the work Was besun at Pinewood, Services were hela 
twice a month in Ste Markt, and at 3st, 4ugustinets Mission, 
but since thet time only one Service per month is given at 


y) Sty Augustine's ang an anneal servies OMiy in this building, 


“his annagi Service has heen held each year sinee 2907, and 


“48 the occasion of our being here today, 


Vai a at Gh Crea l Cor verte. tn Det, CHG . 


Sa re 


